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The defining philosophy 
reference — now even 
stronger and more relevant
       Since 1967, the Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy, described by Booklist as “the 
best and most comprehensive English-
language reference source for philosophy,” 
has been the cornerstone of the philosophy 
reference shelf. Lauded for its clear and 
accessible presentation of wide-ranging 
philosophical subjects, the Encyclopedia has 
earned its place as a first-stop resource for 
general readers, students and educators.

Compiled under the close guidance of 
a 22-member board of scholars headed 
by Donald Borchert (Ohio University), 
this new and updated edition from 
Macmillan Reference USA™ thoughtfully 
incorporates and enhances the core 
scholarship of the enduring original 
set and its critically acclaimed 1996 
Supplement while adding hundreds of 
new articles. The result is a must-have, 
multi-volume set providing a balanced 
historical perspective that grants readers 
access to philosophical classics as well as 
the breadth of philosophical discussion 
and research from the last four decades.

Refreshingly approachable 
and robust

Attractively collecting material from 
hundreds of highly distinguished 
contributors representing the world’s 
top universities and institutions, the 
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Second 
Edition maintains continuity of scholarship 
throughout its comprehensive coverage of 
African, Islamic, Jewish, Russian, Chinese, 
and Buddhist philosophies; bioethics; art 
and aesthetics; epistemology; metaphysics; 
peace and war; social and political 
philosophy; the Holocaust; feminist 
thought; and much more. Both researchers 
and general readers will appreciate its:  

n  �Thought-provoking exposure to the most  
recent philosophical concepts and trends

n �Authoritative entries written 
in an accessible style by experts 
from many nations 

n ��Global perspective and new coverage 
of African, Asian, Latin American, and 
Middle Eastern philosophical thought

n �Extensive, heavily cross-referenced 
index enabling easy access 
to desired information

n �Entry-specific bibliographies 
(some annotated) noting classic 
sources as well as essential newer 
materials for further study 

Encyclopedia of Philosophy,
Second Edition

“�This encyclopedia will 
serve both students and 
scholars as an excellent 
companion for the study 
of philosophy. Highly 
recommended. ” ”

  — �Choice  
(October 2006)



Expansive, in-depth coverage
In A-Z order from Aristotle and  
Atomic Theory in Indian Philosophy to 
Women in the History of Philosophy and 
Zoroastrianism, it’s all here! Encompassing 
philosophy from antiquity through 
our information age, Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy, Second Edition contains 
more than 2,100 entries – including more 
than 450 new articles – and features 
about 1,000 biographical entries on 
major figures in philosophical thought. 
Among the many topics covered are: 

n African Philosophy

n Alienation

n Ancient Aesthetics

n Beauty and Ugliness

n Biomedical Ethics

n Buber, Martin

n Business Ethics

n Causation in Islamic Philosophy

n Censorship

n Chaos Theory

n �Chinese Philosophy (subdivided, including                
more than ten separate articles)

n Cosmology

n Dante Alighieri

n Democracy

n Distant Peoples and Future Generations

n Durkheim, Emile

n Engineering Ethics

n Faith

n Fascism

n �Feminist Philosophy (subdivided, including 
more than ten separate articles)

n Fuzzy Logic

n Genetics and Reproductive Technologies

n Goethe, Johann Wolfgang Von

n Greek Academy

n Identity

n Infinity in Mathematics and Logic

n Justice

n Kierkegaard, Søren

n Latin American Philosophy

n Love

n Machine Intelligence

n Memory

n Mysticism, Nature and Assessment of

n Neo-Kantianism

n Ontology

n Pain and Other Bodily Sensations

n Parapsychology

n Peace, War, and Philosophy

n Religion and the Physical Sciences

n Socrates

n String Theory

n Terrorism

n Time, Being, and Becoming

n Visual Arts, Theory of the

n Voltaire, François-Marie

n Wilde, Oscar

n And much more
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