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Encyclopedia of the Life Course 
and Human Development

NEW TITLE   This unique new 
reference explores three major life stages 
of human development from a sociological 
perspective: Childhood and Adolescence, 
Adulthood and Later Life. Serving as a basic 
research guide supporting undergraduate 
classes in the sociology of human 
development and life course studies, this 
first-of-its-kind guide is perfect for both 
survey courses as well as more targeted 
coursework in the sociology of childhood, 
adulthood and aging. Multidisciplinary in 
scope, it also supports studies in the range 
of factors related to the life course and 
human development.

Encyclopedia of the Life Course and Human 

Development examines in detail how 
enduring experiences, major transitions 
and events such as having children and 
childcare, education, stress, marriage, 
career, addiction, friendship, disease, 
spirituality and retirement influence and 
affect an individual’s life course. Written 
by a team of more than 200 renowned 
contributors, each of the approximately 
400 signed entries was peer-reviewed by 
an editorial board of academic experts 
specializing in life course sociology and 
human development. 

Each volume in Encyclopedia of the Life 

Course and Human Development focuses on 
a major life stage in human development, 
exploring Childhood and Adolescence, 
Adulthood and Later Life. Each major stage 
is introduced with a detailed overview 
essay followed by individual topic entries 
that apply sociological as well as economic, 
biological, psychological and educational 
perspectives to a range of issues. Also 
covered are the range of sociological 
theories significant to life course studies; 

the impact of social and governmental 
policies; and racial, gender and geographic 
patterns of major life course phenomena. 

Indispensable for social science studies, 
Encyclopedia of the Life Course and  

Human Development brings together a 
wide range of information and perspectives 
on each of the three major life stages, 
meeting research needs in life course 
studies, sociology, psychology, gerontology, 
child development, family studies, 
gender studies, education, economics, 
occupational therapy, human ecology and 
other related fields. Articles covered in this 
comprehensive set include:

BIOGRAPHIES
n Emile Durkheim
n Sigmund Freud
n Karl Marx
n Margaret Mead
n Jean Piaget
n Matilda White Riley
n Alice Rossi
n Florian Znaniecki

CHILDHOOD AND ADOLESCENCE
n Academic Achievement
n Adoptive Parents
n Biracial Youth/Mixed Race Youth
n Bullying and Peer Victimization
n Childhood Immigration
n College Enrollment
n Drug Use
n Identity Development
n Puberty
n School Transitions
n Sibling Relationships
n Theories of Deviance
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ADULTHOOD
n Careers
n Childbearing
n Continuing Education
n Cultural Images
n Dual Career Couples
n Family Process Model
n And more

LATER LIFE
n Active Life Expectancy
n Age Segregation
n Assisted Living Facilities
n Crime, Victimization
n And More

Issues
n Domestic Violence
n National Health Insurance
n Racial Inequality in Education
n Sexism/Sex Discrimination
n Suicide

THEORIES
n Attachment Theory
n Demographic Transition Theories
n Interpretive Theory

1st Ed. About 1,500 pp. in 3 vols. Ready December 2008. 
Edited by Deborah Carr, Rutgers University.  
ISBN: 978-0-02-866162-9.  
Order #GML20108-242719.

Available December 2008. 
eBook ISBN: 978-0-02-866166-7.  
Order #GML20108-242723. 
Visit the catalog at www.gale.com for pricing.

RELATED TITLES  

Encyclopedia of Sociology

 Winner of the 1993 Dartmouth Medal, 
this classic reference was updated and 
expanded to reflect changes in society and 
in the field of sociology.

2nd Ed. 3,481 pp. in 5 vols. 2001. 
ISBN: 9780028648538 
Order #GML20108-167588

Now available. 
eBook ISBN 978-0-02-865899-5.  
Order #GML20108-190521. 
Visit the catalog at www.gale.com for pricing.

International Encyclopedia  
of Marriage and Family

 This updated second edition adopts 
an international, cross-cultural approach 
to such diverse topics as adolescent 
parenthood, family planning, domestic 
violence and other issues related to 
marriage and family.

2nd Ed. 1,838 pp. in 4 vols. 2003. 
ISBN 978-0-02-865672-4.  
Order #GML20108-174024.

Now available.  
eBook ISBN 978-0-02-865883-4.  
Order #GML20108-189979. 
Visit the catalog at www.gale.com for pricing.

International Encyclopedia of the 
Social Sciences

NEW EDITION   This updated set 
highlights the expanding influence of 
economics in social science research and 
features nearly 3,000 new articles compiled 
by a team of thousands of international 
scholars.

2nd Ed. in 9 vols. 2007. 
ISBN 978-0-02-865965-7.  
Order #GML20108-194787.

Now available. 
eBook ISBN 978-0-02-866117-9.  
Order #GML20108-233223. 
Visit the catalog at www.gale.com for pricing.
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