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The war on drugs is a failure. Prohibition has been a
mistake, and the better approach is not demand reduc-
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The war on drugs in Colombia has been futile and will
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hurting the economy, violence is on the rise, and human
rights abuses are now transpiring.
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a Threat Despite Drug War Efforts
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Although Colombian President Alvaro Uribe’s demobili-
zation plan has shown some success, evidence exists that

demobilized paramilitary groups engaged in drug traf-
ficking continue to persist.
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Chapter 2: The Failure of Drug
Prohibition Strategies

1. A Long History of Failure with Prohibition:
An Overview
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Prohibition is a failed policy, resulting in many prob-
lems—defoliation, military strife, forced migration, mass
incarceration and human rights violations, economic
woes, and the spread of HIV.
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tion and prohibition policies do not deal with the reality
of the global demand for heroin.
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grams to encourage farmers to grow legal crops and avoid
joining armed groups.

. The United Kingdom’s Failed Policy of
Prohibition Yields a Criminal Justice Crisis

Transform Drug Policy Foundation

Prohibition is a failed policy that has maximized harm.
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Kingdom’s criminal justice system.
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As the United States has ramped up on lab raids and has
focused on restricting sales of products containing pseu-
doephedrine, the void is being filled by international
drug cartels, with many “super labs” cropping up in
Mexico.
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From the clearing of rain forests for coca crops, to defor-
estation in the United States for marijuana, to hazardous
waste dumping from meth production, the environment
is suffering the harsh consequences of drug production.
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Yemen must address environmental concerns caused by
the country’s production and consumption of Qat. One-

third of its groundwater extraction is used to cultivate
the crop, leading to a potential water crisis.
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Environmental problems are resulting from fumigation
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6. Colombia and Afghanistan Are Potential Targets
for a Dangerous Biologically Engineered Fungus
John Otis

Colombia and Afghanistan could soon become targets
for biologically engineered killer fungi that would destroy
coca and opium. Controversy has resulted due to con-
cerns that it could prove catastrophic, wiping out other
plant species.
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1. Legalization Is the Only Viable Option
to Drug Prohibition
Jeffrey A. Miron
The full legalization of drugs is the best alternative to

prohibition. Regulation, decriminalization, and medical-
ization have drawbacks that legalization can avoid.

2. The United Kingdom Should
Decriminalize Drugs
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Decriminalization will reduce the harm drugs cause be-
cause addicts are treated as patients. Regulated legaliza-
tion would help solve prison overpopulation.
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Decriminalization will make illicit drugs cheaper, easier
to buy, and more acceptable to use. There are many dan-
gers of addiction, including mental illness associated
with the use of cannabis.

4. The Netherlands Demonstrates
Temperance Through Decriminalization
Andrew Stuttaford
A very lenient policy of decriminalization in the Nether-
lands demonstrates restraint among cannabis users and
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The coca leaf plays a role in many aspects of Bolivian so-
ciety, and the criminalizaton of coca is detrimental to the
country’s economy.
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Harm reduction policies seek to reduce harms from drug
addiction and maximize their potential benefits, such as
in the case of medical marijuana.
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Harm reduction policies are “inherently infantilizing”
and displace responsibility for addicts.
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